
PRINCIPAL’S DESK [31/08/09]
From the sideline

Watching our winter sports clashes with other schools always reinforces for me the huge
contribution that sport makes to a child’s education through the physical, social,
emotional and intellectual domains of learning. While the physical aspect of this
challenge is always very obvious and most certainly the talking point of the sideline
spectators, the high level of emotional intelligence that is on show deserves recognition
in its contribution to sports education.  Emotional intelligence in a game sense is
recognised in how the players feel about their participation and contribution to the team
they represent, and the development of their understanding of how others think, feel and
respond. We all appreciate that the ability and role modeling of the coaches impacts on
this considerably.

Media comment has recently heightened the debate around sportsmanship, competitive
ambition and fair play.  Most parents and coaches are there supporting their children to
play to the best they can, fair and with a huge appreciation for the spirit of the game
being enjoyed. We know that the large majority of parents and coaches support positive
comment, praise, and complimentary overtures to opposing teams. Sadly when children
are exposed to sports brawls on TV, raised tempers and outbreaks of unfair criticisms of
the officials, they can be forgiven for thinking that these behaviours are all part of playing
sport.  School sports games can be very exciting and there is always an element of
competitiveness when schools are playing against each other.  We very much
appreciate the part that parents and coaches play in maintaining a positive mood
amongst those watching on the sideline.  Our children strive to win, and so they should!
But they are not “playing to win at all costs”. Learning to maintain self-control, learning to
lose with dignity and develop strategies to improve, learning to overcome setbacks as
well as developing strong professional behavioural ethics are all significant aspects of
‘winning’ that our children also need to develop.  As spectators it is incumbent upon all of
us to role model such behaviours at all times and be constructive in our praise and
criticism.

During the sports exchanges our players consistently demonstrate an impressive array
of strategies involving certain key competencies that help children succeed in their
goals. Successful game play requires practising ball-handling skills, developing co-
ordination, maintaining and improving fitness levels. It also requires strong people skills
to learn to understand and interpret the intentions and moves of other players.    The
high levels of adrenalin running through all the teams and the strategising emerging
through the stages of play amazes sideline enthusiasts.

The after match celebrations where captains share the highlights, thank the coaches and
parents, and offer their praises to the opposition are also a very special aspect of the
games.

So let’s give these kids high praise for the educational dimensions that they exhibit
through their sports. They are truly becoming our role models and stars of the future.



To all the coaches – and parents who support our Elmwood’s sports teams –
congratulations. Sport has essential ingredients of intellectual development that shape
our values and attitudes and help develop success strategies.

Kevin Gooch, Principal

LATEST NEWS AND EVENTS [31/08/09]

Welcome to Elmwood’s New Children
We welcome the following children to Elmwood Normal School; Grace Lawrence, Moby
George and Ben Yee.  We trust that you and your families have a long and happy
association with Elmwood Normal School.

Principals Awards [17/08/09]
Congratulations to the following children who were awarded a Principal’s Award at our
last Celebration Assembly:
Asta Hinton, Alia Govin-Fowler, Emelia Hinton, William Ferguson, Charlie Harrison, Tom
Dreaver, Jemima Porter, Sam Frederickson, Dallas Davies, Felix Kenton-Smith, Phoebe
Simcott, George Forbes, Esme Hewitt, Gabriella Turner, Connor Ward, Mackenzie
Bremner, Holly Manning, Joshua Woodley, Karin Honda, Robert Kruger, Tabitha Rowell,
Henry Workman, Sam McPhail.

ICAS Science Examination Results [31/08/09]
Congratulations to the following Y4-6 students who have gained Distinction awards in
this year's ICAS Science Examination.
Year 4 – Grace Allfrey, Isabella Clarke, Zoe Groom, Isabella Peacock-Price, Nova

Cockburn-Davies, Max Meredith, Akeira Worthington, Neve Campbell, Stella
Dalglish, Nellie Evison, Ye Jin Kim, Sam McPhail, Zoe O'Sullivan

Year 5 - Neil MacLeod, Miguel Porteous, Kirah Willems, Georgia Bushell, Anna Bruce
Year 6 - Yasmin Alsagoff, Annabel Manning, Lily Marshall, Jake Brunton, Mark Wilson
Special congratulations to Eilish Platts and Juliette Soule, two Year 6 students, who
gained High Distinction awards placing them in the top two per cent of Year 6 children
who sat this test through out New Zealand. Richard Oswin

Expired Medication  [31/08/09]
If your child has medication kept at school, please take the time to come into the office
and check if the medication has expired.

Sports Teams and Group Photos [31/08/09]
Some of the sports teams and group photos have been displayed outside Room 19 and
20 in the corridor.  The rest of the photos will be completed and put up shortly.  Please
order required photos in envelopes supplied, with money ($10.00 un-laminated and $12
laminated) and put in the ‘Photos” drop box in the office.  Last day for orders is Friday 18
September.




